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everybody that does his duty in the work of the nation,
no matter what his race or creed, We return equal love.
In high station, or low, poor or rich, all shall be equal be-
fore Our Throne.
The established constitutional arrangements and the
judicial system of the state, in which every citizen has equal
rights according to the laws, We will honor and protect
with a strong hand. For the well-being and prosperity of
all peoples in all parts of the Monarchy, We deem it Our
first duty to bring about a concentration into a great unit
and a harmonious cooperation according to just prin-
ciples, . . , In the Constitution of the Empire all contra-
dictions must be removed which exist in the laws of Austria
and those of Hungary-in regard to the common affairs of
the Monarchy, and which make the giving of the prescribed
oath on the Constitution impossible through the incompati-
bility of these laws. As pledge of Our most sacred duties
as ruler, We shall thereupon confirm by solemn oath of
coronation the unambiguous provisions of the Constitution
together with the fundamental rights and privileges of all
those who belong to the Monarchy. In order to create the
possibility for this, Our Governments will inaugurate with-
out delay the necessary measures. , . .
Since all peoples under Our scepter shall have equal
rights in regard to participation in the common affairs of
the Monarchy, this equality of rights demands that to
every race be guaranteed its national development within
the frame of the common interests of the Monarchy, and
that to all races, ranks, and classes the preservation of their
just interests be made possible through just laws of suffrage
—wherever this has not yet been carried through.81
It is doubtful, however, whether Eranz Ferdinand had
come to any definite decision in his own mind as to the
exact form which the reorganization should take. Count
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